
3TUART0ARKINSON�3'2�GIVESANOVERVIEWOFTHE
5+�SNEWMILITARYANDSECURITYSTRATEGIES�AND
HIGHLIGHTSTHEINCREASINGFOCUSONMILITARISM�

4HEGOVERNMENTPUBLISHEDITSNEWCOMBINED.ATIONAL
3ECURITY 3TRATEGY �.33	 AND 3TRATEGIC $EFENCE AND
3ECURITY 2EVIEW �3$32	 IN .OVEMBER ������ 7HEN
3'2 CRITICALLY EXAMINED ITS ���� PREDECESSOR n
ESPECIALLYTHEROLEOFSCIENCEANDTECHNOLOGYWITHINIT
nWEPOINTEDOUTTHATITSEMPHASISON@FORCEPROJECTION�
AND LIMITED ATTENTION TO TACKLING THE ROOTS OF CONFLICT
POINTEDTOASTRATEGYOF@OFFENSIVEINSECURITY��� 3OWHAT
HASCHANGEDINTHE����DOCUMENT�

!LOTMOREMILITARYTECH
4HEMOSTPROMINENTASPECTOFTHENEWSTRATEGYISTHE
MARKED INCREASE IN MILITARY EQUIPMENT SPENDING
PLANNEDFORTHENEXT��YEARS�4HEREISTOBEARISEOF
a��BILLION TO THEENORMOUS TOTAL OFa���BNnAT A
TIMEWHENMANYAREASOFGOVERNMENTSPENDING�SUCH
AS WELFARE AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION� ARE BEING
DRASTICALLYCUT�4HESPENDINGWILLENABLE"RITAINTO�
s DEPLOY ITS TWONEWHUGE1UEEN%LIZABETHCLASS

AIRCRAFT CARRIERS IN THE EARLY ����S WITH LARGER
NUMBERSOF&��,IGHTNINGFIGHTERBOMBERS�

s CONTINUE WITH THE PLANS TO BUILD FOUR NEW
SUBMARINESTOCARRYITS4RIDENTNUCLEARWEAPONS
�SUBJECT TO A FINAL GOVERNMENT DECISION DUE IN
EARLY����	�

s DEPLOY A NEW FLEET OF NINE MARITIME PATROL
AIRCRAFT�

s CREATETWONEW!RMYSTRIKEBRIGADES�CAPABLEOF
BEINGDEPLOYEDOVERSEASATSHORTNOTICE�

s EXPANDTHENUMBEROFARMEDDRONESTO���
s EXTENDTHELIFEOFTHE4YPHOONFIGHTERJETS�AND
s CONTINUEWITHPLANSTODEVELOP�MANUFACTUREAND

DEPLOYARANGEOFNEWWARSHIPS�CONVENTIONALLY
ARMEDSUBMARINES�WEAPONSSYSTEMSANDOTHER
MILITARYTECHNOLOGY�

7HILE THERE ARE SOME TECHNOLOGIES WHICH COULD BE
ARGUEDTOHAVEAMAINLYDEFENSIVEROLEnSUCHASTHE
MARITIMEPATROLAIRCRAFTnTHEMAINFOCUSISCLEARLYON
ANINCREASEINOFFENSIVECAPABILITYOR�ASTHE-INISTRY
OF$EFENCEPREFERSTOCALLIT�@EXPEDITIONARYCAPABILITY��
4HE JUSTIFICATION FOR THIS MARKED INCREASE IN
MILITARISED FORCE POSTURE IS THE @RESURGENCE� OF
2USSIA� THE RISEOF$AESH� )SLAMIC3TATE IN )RAQAND
3YRIA�GROWINGINSTABILITYELSEWHEREINTHE-IDDLE%AST
AND .ORTH !FRICA AND THE RELATED THREAT OF
INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM� 4HESE THREATS� THE
GOVERNMENTARGUES� REQUIRES"RITAIN TO TAKEAMORE
AGGRESSIVE ROLE IN INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS� 3UCH A
POSITION ISEMPHASISEDBY THEPARLIAMENTARYVOTE IN
EARLY$ECEMBER TOBEGINAIRSTRIKES IN3YRIAAGAINST

$AESH FORCES� IN ADDITION TO THOSE ALREADY BEING
CARRIEDOUTIN)RAQ�

4HE INDUSTRIES THAT WILL MANUFACTURE ALL THIS NEW
EQUIPMENT WILL BE GIVEN ENHANCED SUPPORT FROM
GOVERNMENT TO ACCESS NEW FUNDING �ESPECIALLY FOR
EXPORTING	� BUILD PARTNERSHIPS WITH CORPORATIONS NOT
YETINVOLVEDINMILITARYWORK�TRAINNEWENGINEERSAND
SCIENTISTS �ESPECIALLY THROUGH APPRENTICESHIPS	� AND
BUILDSTRONGERLINKSWITHUNIVERSITIES�

4HEINCREASEDCONCERNSABOUTCYBERSECURITYTHREATS
ALSOMEANTHATGOVERNMENTFUNDINGINTHISAREAWILL
CONTINUEITSRAPIDRISE�/NECONSEQUENCEOFTHISTHAT
ISALREADYCLEARISTHATMOREMILITARYCORPORATIONSARE
BECOMINGINVOLVEDINCIVILIANSECURITYWORK�

/VERSEASAID�CLIMATECHANGEAND
SECURITY
$ESPITE THE EMPHASIS ON THE ROLE OF ARMED
APPROACHES� THERE ARE SOME NOTABLE NONMILITARY
ASPECTSTOTHE.33�3$32�

/NEEXAMPLEISTHATTHE5+�SSPENDINGONOVERSEAS
AIDISTOBEMAINTAINEDATTHEINTERNATIONALTARGETOF
����OF'ROSS.ATIONAL)NCOME�ANDATLEASTHALFTHE
FUNDS WILL BE DIRECTED TO @FRAGILE NATIONS� IN WHICH
CONFLICTMAYARISE�#ONFLICTPREVENTIONMEASURESWILL
BEFINANCEDBYA#ONFLICT�3TABILITYAND3ECURITY&UND
WITHABUDGETOFNEARLYa�BNOVERFIVEYEARS�

4HE .33�3$32 ALSO STATES THATh#LIMATE CHANGE IS
ONEOFTHEBIGGESTLONGTERMCHALLENGESFORTHEFUTURE
OFOURPLANET�v!SSUCH�THEFIVEYEARBUDGETFORTHE
5+�S )NTERNATIONAL#LIMATE&UNDnAIMEDAT HELPING
DEVELOPING NATIONS WITH BOTH ADAPTING TO CLIMATE
CHANGEANDINVESTINGINGREENERTECHNOLOGIESnISTO
BEINCREASEDTOa���BN�

3TRATEGICFAILINGS
4HEGROWINGFEARSABOUTTERRORISMAND2USSIAHAVELED
TOATRADITIONALRESPONSEAMONG5+POLICYMAKERSTHAT
EMPHASISESTHE@HARDPOWER�OPTIONOFDEVELOPINGAND
DEPLOYINGLOTSOFMILITARYTECHNOLOGY�9ETTHISRESPONSE
ISBEINGCONSTRAINEDBYABUDGETTHATISATHISTORICALLY
LOW LEVELS� JUST ABOVE �� '$0� 3PENDING PRESSURES
HAVETHUSHELPEDTOENCOURAGETHEGOVERNMENTTOALSO
EXPANDSOMECONFLICTPREVENTIONEFFORTS�ESPECIALLYVIA
OVERSEAS AID AND CLIMATERELATED BUDGETS�
.EVERTHELESS�THEFAILINGSOFTHE.33�3$32ARESERIOUS�

&IRSTLY� THERE IS A CONTINUED LACK OF RECOGNITION THAT
DEPLOYINGMORE5+MILITARYFORCESIN-IDDLE%ASTCAN
FUELTHECYCLEOFVIOLENCE�4HEREISADISTURBINGLACKOF
ACCEPTANCE ABOUT THE FAILURES OF PREVIOUS 7ESTERN

@MILITARY INTERVENTIONS� IN )RAQ� !FGHANISTAN� AND
,IBYA�7HILE"RITISHHUMANITARIANAIDTOTHEREGIONIS
VERY WELCOME� THE ATTENTION GIVEN TO OTHER SECURITY
MEASURESnSUCHASCUTTINGOFFFUNDINGPATHWAYSTO
$AESH� STRENGTHENING BORDER CONTROLS TO PREVENT
FOREIGN FIGHTERS ENTERING WAR ZONES AND DIPLOMATIC
EFFORTSTOACHIEVECEASEFIRESnAREFARTOOLIMITED�

3ECONDLY�THEREISAREFUSALTORECOGNISETHAT5+ARMS
EXPORTS TO AUTHORITARIAN REGIMES ARE FUELLING ARMED
CONFLICT� UNDERMINING HUMAN RIGHTS AND LEADING TO
CIVILIANDEATHS�&OREXAMPLE�ITISLIKELYTHAT5+MADE
WEAPONSHAVEBEENUSEDBY THE3AUDI!RABIANLED
COALITION IN ITS INCREASINGLY INDISCRIMINATE MILITARY
CAMPAIGN IN 9EMEN�� !GAINST THIS BACKGROUND� THE
STATEDAIMOFTHE.33�3$32TOh-AXIMISEPROSPERITY
OPPORTUNITIES FROM OUR DEFENCE��� ACTIVITIESv LOOKS
IRRESPONSIBLEINTHEEXTREME�

4HIRDLY�THEREISAFAILURETOAPPRECIATETHEURGENCYOF
ENVIRONMENTAL THREATS�4HE LACK OF PREPAREDNESS IN
DEALING WITH THE $ECEMBER ���� FLOODS HAS ONCE
AGAIN FOCUSED PUBLIC ATTENTION ON THE CHRONIC
UNDERFUNDINGOFFLOODDEFENCE�PREVENTIONMEASURES�
-EANWHILE� THE .33�3$32 DEMONSTRATES A LACK OF
UNDERSTANDINGOFTHEFULLSCALEOFTHECLIMATECHANGE
THREATnANDTHE IMPORTANCEOFA5+LEADINCUTTING
CARBON EMISSIONS n AN ATTITUDE WHICH IS SADLY
PREVALENTACROSSGOVERNMENT�SEEP��	�

&INALLY�THEREISNOACKNOWLEDGEMENTOFTHETHREATTO
INTERNATIONAL SECURITY CREATED BY THE CONTINUED
DEPLOYMENT OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS BY THE 5+ n OR
INDEEDTHE53!AND&RANCE�SEEP��	�

)NSUMMARY�THEWELCOMEINCREASEINFUNDINGTOHELP
TACKLE THE ROOTS OF CONFLICT IS BEING THOROUGHLY
SWAMPEDBYTHEMUCHLARGERINCREASEINSPENDINGON
MILITARISTIC APPROACHES� %THICALLYCONCERNED
ENGINEERS AND SCIENTISTS WILL HAVE TO WORK EVEN
HARDERTOAVOIDBEINGCOOPTEDINTOTHISAGENDA�

$R3TUART0ARKINSONIS%XECUTIVE$IRECTOROF
3'2ANDLEADAUTHOROFTHE3'2REPORT�

/FFENSIVE)NSECURITY�

2EFERENCES

��(-'OVERNMENT�����	�.ATIONAL3ECURITY3TRATEGYAND3TRATEGIC

$EFENCEAND3ECURITY2EVIEW�

WWW�GOV�UK�GOVERNMENT�PUBLICATIONS�NATIONALSECURITY

STRATEGYANDSTRATEGICDEFENCEANDSECURITYREVIEW����

��3'2�����	�/FFENSIVE)NSECURITY�

WWW�SGR�ORG�UK�PUBLICATIONS�OFFENSIVEINSECURITY

��4HE#ONVERSATION�����	�THECONVERSATION�COM�PARLIAMENT

URGENTLYNEEDSTOKEEPTABSONBRITAINSARMSEXPORTS�����

�

!NEWPHASEFOR@OFFENSIVEINSECURITY��

&EATURE!RTICLES

3'2.EWSLETTERs7INTER����s )SSUE��


