
3TUART฀0ARKINSON�฀3'2�฀GIVES฀AN฀OVERVIEW฀OF฀THE
5+�S฀NEW฀MILITARY฀AND฀SECURITY฀STRATEGIES�฀AND
HIGHLIGHTS฀THE฀INCREASING฀FOCUS฀ON฀MILITARISM�

4HE฀GOVERNMENT฀PUBLISHED฀ITS฀NEW฀COMBINED฀.ATIONAL
3ECURITY฀ 3TRATEGY฀ �.33	฀ AND฀ 3TRATEGIC฀ $EFENCE฀ AND
3ECURITY฀ 2EVIEW฀ �3$32	฀ IN฀ .OVEMBER฀ ������ 7HEN
3'2฀ CRITICALLY฀ EXAMINED฀ ITS฀ ����฀ PREDECESSOR฀ n
ESPECIALLY฀THE฀ROLE฀OF฀SCIENCE฀AND฀TECHNOLOGY฀WITHIN฀IT
n฀WE฀POINTED฀OUT฀THAT฀ITS฀EMPHASIS฀ON฀@FORCE฀PROJECTION�
AND฀ LIMITED฀ ATTENTION฀ TO฀ TACKLING฀ THE฀ ROOTS฀ OF฀ CONFLICT
POINTED฀TO฀A฀STRATEGY฀OF฀@OFFENSIVE฀INSECURITY��� 3O฀WHAT
HAS฀CHANGED฀IN฀THE฀����฀DOCUMENT�

!฀LOT฀MORE฀MILITARY฀TECH
4HE฀MOST฀PROMINENT฀ASPECT฀OF฀THE฀NEW฀STRATEGY฀IS฀THE
MARKED฀ INCREASE฀ IN฀ MILITARY฀ EQUIPMENT฀ SPENDING
PLANNED฀FOR฀THE฀NEXT฀��฀YEARS�฀4HERE฀IS฀TO฀BE฀A฀RISE฀OF
a��฀BILLION฀ TO฀ THE฀ENORMOUS฀ TOTAL฀ OF฀a���BN฀n฀AT฀ A
TIME฀WHEN฀MANY฀AREAS฀OF฀GOVERNMENT฀SPENDING�฀SUCH
AS฀ WELFARE฀ AND฀ ENVIRONMENTAL฀ PROTECTION�฀ ARE฀ BEING
DRASTICALLY฀CUT�฀4HE฀SPENDING฀WILL฀ENABLE฀"RITAIN฀TO�
s DEPLOY฀ ITS฀ TWO฀NEW฀HUGE฀1UEEN฀%LIZABETH
CLASS

AIRCRAFT฀ CARRIERS฀ IN฀ THE฀ EARLY฀ ����S฀ WITH฀ LARGER
NUMBERS฀OF฀&
��฀,IGHTNING฀FIGHTER
BOMBERS�

s CONTINUE฀ WITH฀ THE฀ PLANS฀ TO฀ BUILD฀ FOUR฀ NEW
SUBMARINES฀TO฀CARRY฀ITS฀4RIDENT฀NUCLEAR฀WEAPONS
�SUBJECT฀ TO฀ A฀ FINAL฀ GOVERNMENT฀ DECISION฀ DUE฀ IN
EARLY฀����	�

s DEPLOY฀ A฀ NEW฀ FLEET฀ OF฀ NINE฀ MARITIME฀ PATROL
AIRCRAFT�

s CREATE฀TWO฀NEW฀!RMY฀STRIKE฀BRIGADES�฀CAPABLE฀OF
BEING฀DEPLOYED฀OVERSEAS฀AT฀SHORT฀NOTICE�

s EXPAND฀THE฀NUMBER฀OF฀ARMED฀DRONES฀TO฀���
s EXTEND฀THE฀LIFE฀OF฀THE฀4YPHOON฀FIGHTER฀JETS�฀AND
s CONTINUE฀WITH฀PLANS฀TO฀DEVELOP�฀MANUFACTURE฀AND

DEPLOY฀A฀RANGE฀OF฀NEW฀WARSHIPS�฀CONVENTIONALLY

ARMED฀SUBMARINES�฀WEAPONS฀SYSTEMS฀AND฀OTHER
MILITARY฀TECHNOLOGY�

7HILE฀ THERE฀ ARE฀ SOME฀ TECHNOLOGIES฀ WHICH฀ COULD฀ BE
ARGUED฀TO฀HAVE฀A฀MAINLY฀DEFENSIVE฀ROLE฀n฀SUCH฀AS฀THE
MARITIME฀PATROL฀AIRCRAFT฀n฀THE฀MAIN฀FOCUS฀IS฀CLEARLY฀ON
AN฀INCREASE฀IN฀OFFENSIVE฀CAPABILITY฀OR�฀AS฀THE฀-INISTRY
OF฀$EFENCE฀PREFERS฀TO฀CALL฀IT�฀@EXPEDITIONARY฀CAPABILITY��
4HE฀ JUSTIFICATION฀ FOR฀ THIS฀ MARKED฀ INCREASE฀ IN
MILITARISED฀ FORCE฀ POSTURE฀ IS฀ THE฀ @RESURGENCE�฀ OF
2USSIA�฀ THE฀ RISE฀OF฀$AESH�฀ )SLAMIC฀3TATE฀ IN฀ )RAQ฀AND
3YRIA�฀GROWING฀INSTABILITY฀ELSEWHERE฀IN฀THE฀-IDDLE฀%AST
AND฀ .ORTH฀ !FRICA฀ AND฀ THE฀ RELATED฀ THREAT฀ OF
INTERNATIONAL฀ TERRORISM�฀ 4HESE฀ THREATS�฀ THE
GOVERNMENT฀ARGUES�฀ REQUIRES฀"RITAIN฀ TO฀ TAKE฀A฀MORE
AGGRESSIVE฀ ROLE฀ IN฀ INTERNATIONAL฀ AFFAIRS�฀ 3UCH฀ A
POSITION฀ IS฀EMPHASISED฀BY฀ THE฀PARLIAMENTARY฀VOTE฀ IN
EARLY฀$ECEMBER฀ TO฀BEGIN฀AIR฀STRIKES฀ IN฀3YRIA฀AGAINST

$AESH฀ FORCES�฀ IN฀ ADDITION฀ TO฀ THOSE฀ ALREADY฀ BEING
CARRIED฀OUT฀IN฀)RAQ�

4HE฀ INDUSTRIES฀ THAT฀ WILL฀ MANUFACTURE฀ ALL฀ THIS฀ NEW
EQUIPMENT฀ WILL฀ BE฀ GIVEN฀ ENHANCED฀ SUPPORT฀ FROM
GOVERNMENT฀ TO฀ ACCESS฀ NEW฀ FUNDING฀ �ESPECIALLY฀ FOR
EXPORTING	�฀ BUILD฀ PARTNERSHIPS฀ WITH฀ CORPORATIONS฀ NOT
YET฀INVOLVED฀IN฀MILITARY฀WORK�฀TRAIN฀NEW฀ENGINEERS฀AND
SCIENTISTS฀ �ESPECIALLY฀ THROUGH฀ APPRENTICESHIPS	�฀ AND
BUILD฀STRONGER฀LINKS฀WITH฀UNIVERSITIES�฀

4HE฀INCREASED฀CONCERNS฀ABOUT฀CYBER
SECURITY฀THREATS
ALSO฀MEAN฀THAT฀GOVERNMENT฀FUNDING฀IN฀THIS฀AREA฀WILL
CONTINUE฀ITS฀RAPID฀RISE�฀/NE฀CONSEQUENCE฀OF฀THIS฀THAT
IS฀ALREADY฀CLEAR฀IS฀THAT฀MORE฀MILITARY฀CORPORATIONS฀ARE
BECOMING฀INVOLVED฀IN฀CIVILIAN฀SECURITY฀WORK�฀

/VERSEAS฀AID�฀CLIMATE฀CHANGE฀AND
SECURITY
$ESPITE฀ THE฀ EMPHASIS฀ ON฀ THE฀ ROLE฀ OF฀ ARMED
APPROACHES�฀ THERE฀ ARE฀ SOME฀ NOTABLE฀ NON
MILITARY
ASPECTS฀TO฀THE฀.33�3$32�฀

/NE฀EXAMPLE฀IS฀THAT฀THE฀5+�S฀SPENDING฀ON฀OVERSEAS
AID฀IS฀TO฀BE฀MAINTAINED฀AT฀THE฀INTERNATIONAL฀TARGET฀OF
����฀OF฀'ROSS฀.ATIONAL฀)NCOME�฀AND฀AT฀LEAST฀HALF฀THE
FUNDS฀ WILL฀ BE฀ DIRECTED฀ TO฀ @FRAGILE฀ NATIONS�฀ IN฀ WHICH
CONFLICT฀MAY฀ARISE�฀#ONFLICT฀PREVENTION฀MEASURES฀WILL
BE฀FINANCED฀BY฀A฀#ONFLICT�฀3TABILITY฀AND฀3ECURITY฀&UND
WITH฀A฀BUDGET฀OF฀NEARLY฀a�BN฀OVER฀FIVE฀YEARS�฀

4HE฀ .33�3$32฀ ALSO฀ STATES฀ THAT฀h#LIMATE฀ CHANGE฀ IS
ONE฀OF฀THE฀BIGGEST฀LONG
TERM฀CHALLENGES฀FOR฀THE฀FUTURE
OF฀OUR฀PLANET�v฀!S฀SUCH�฀THE฀FIVE
YEAR฀BUDGET฀FOR฀THE
5+�S฀ )NTERNATIONAL฀#LIMATE฀&UND฀n฀AIMED฀AT฀ HELPING
DEVELOPING฀ NATIONS฀ WITH฀ BOTH฀ ADAPTING฀ TO฀ CLIMATE
CHANGE฀AND฀INVESTING฀IN฀GREENER฀TECHNOLOGIES฀n฀IS฀TO
BE฀INCREASED฀TO฀a���BN�฀

3TRATEGIC฀FAILINGS
4HE฀GROWING฀FEARS฀ABOUT฀TERRORISM฀AND฀2USSIA฀HAVE฀LED
TO฀A฀TRADITIONAL฀RESPONSE฀AMONG฀5+฀POLICY
MAKERS฀THAT
EMPHASISES฀THE฀@HARD฀POWER�฀OPTION฀OF฀DEVELOPING฀AND
DEPLOYING฀LOTS฀OF฀MILITARY฀TECHNOLOGY�฀9ET฀THIS฀RESPONSE
IS฀BEING฀CONSTRAINED฀BY฀A฀BUDGET฀THAT฀IS฀AT฀HISTORICALLY
LOW฀ LEVELS�฀ JUST฀ ABOVE฀ ��฀ '$0�฀ 3PENDING฀ PRESSURES
HAVE฀THUS฀HELPED฀TO฀ENCOURAGE฀THE฀GOVERNMENT฀TO฀ALSO
EXPAND฀SOME฀CONFLICT฀PREVENTION฀EFFORTS�฀ESPECIALLY฀VIA
OVERSEAS฀ AID฀ AND฀ CLIMATE
RELATED฀ BUDGETS�
.EVERTHELESS�฀THE฀FAILINGS฀OF฀THE฀.33�3$32฀ARE฀SERIOUS�

&IRSTLY�฀ THERE฀ IS฀ A฀ CONTINUED฀ LACK฀ OF฀ RECOGNITION฀ THAT
DEPLOYING฀MORE฀5+฀MILITARY฀FORCES฀IN฀-IDDLE฀%AST฀CAN
FUEL฀THE฀CYCLE฀OF฀VIOLENCE�฀4HERE฀IS฀A฀DISTURBING฀LACK฀OF
ACCEPTANCE฀ ABOUT฀ THE฀ FAILURES฀ OF฀ PREVIOUS฀ 7ESTERN

@MILITARY฀ INTERVENTIONS�฀ IN฀ )RAQ�฀ !FGHANISTAN�฀ AND
,IBYA�฀7HILE฀"RITISH฀HUMANITARIAN฀AID฀TO฀THE฀REGION฀IS
VERY฀ WELCOME�฀ THE฀ ATTENTION฀ GIVEN฀ TO฀ OTHER฀ SECURITY
MEASURES฀n฀SUCH฀AS฀CUTTING฀OFF฀FUNDING฀PATHWAYS฀TO
$AESH�฀ STRENGTHENING฀ BORDER฀ CONTROLS฀ TO฀ PREVENT
FOREIGN฀ FIGHTERS฀ ENTERING฀ WAR฀ ZONES฀ AND฀ DIPLOMATIC
EFFORTS฀TO฀ACHIEVE฀CEASEFIRES฀n฀ARE฀FAR฀TOO฀LIMITED�฀

3ECONDLY�฀THERE฀IS฀A฀REFUSAL฀TO฀RECOGNISE฀THAT฀5+฀ARMS
EXPORTS฀ TO฀ AUTHORITARIAN฀ REGIMES฀ ARE฀ FUELLING฀ ARMED
CONFLICT�฀ UNDERMINING฀ HUMAN฀ RIGHTS฀ AND฀ LEADING฀ TO
CIVILIAN฀DEATHS�฀&OR฀EXAMPLE�฀IT฀IS฀LIKELY฀THAT฀5+
MADE
WEAPONS฀HAVE฀BEEN฀USED฀BY฀ THE฀3AUDI฀!RABIAN
LED
COALITION฀ IN฀ ITS฀ INCREASINGLY฀ INDISCRIMINATE฀ MILITARY
CAMPAIGN฀ IN฀ 9EMEN�� !GAINST฀ THIS฀ BACKGROUND�฀ THE
STATED฀AIM฀OF฀THE฀.33�3$32฀TO฀h-AXIMISE฀PROSPERITY
OPPORTUNITIES฀ FROM฀ OUR฀ DEFENCE���฀ ACTIVITIESv฀ LOOKS
IRRESPONSIBLE฀IN฀THE฀EXTREME�

4HIRDLY�฀THERE฀IS฀A฀FAILURE฀TO฀APPRECIATE฀THE฀URGENCY฀OF
ENVIRONMENTAL฀ THREATS�฀4HE฀ LACK฀ OF฀ PREPAREDNESS฀ IN
DEALING฀ WITH฀ THE฀ $ECEMBER฀ ����฀ FLOODS฀ HAS฀ ONCE
AGAIN฀ FOCUSED฀ PUBLIC฀ ATTENTION฀ ON฀ THE฀ CHRONIC
UNDERFUNDING฀OF฀FLOOD฀DEFENCE�฀PREVENTION฀MEASURES�
-EANWHILE�฀ THE฀ .33�3$32฀ DEMONSTRATES฀ A฀ LACK฀ OF
UNDERSTANDING฀OF฀THE฀FULL฀SCALE฀OF฀THE฀CLIMATE฀CHANGE
THREAT฀n฀AND฀THE฀ IMPORTANCE฀OF฀A฀5+฀LEAD฀IN฀CUTTING
CARBON฀ EMISSIONS฀ n฀ AN฀ ATTITUDE฀ WHICH฀ IS฀ SADLY
PREVALENT฀ACROSS฀GOVERNMENT฀�SEE฀P��	�฀

&INALLY�฀THERE฀IS฀NO฀ACKNOWLEDGEMENT฀OF฀THE฀THREAT฀TO
INTERNATIONAL฀ SECURITY฀ CREATED฀ BY฀ THE฀ CONTINUED
DEPLOYMENT฀ OF฀ NUCLEAR฀ WEAPONS฀ BY฀ THE฀ 5+฀ n฀ OR
INDEED฀THE฀53!฀AND฀&RANCE฀�SEE฀P��	�

)N฀SUMMARY�฀THE฀WELCOME฀INCREASE฀IN฀FUNDING฀TO฀HELP
TACKLE฀ THE฀ ROOTS฀ OF฀ CONFLICT฀ IS฀ BEING฀ THOROUGHLY
SWAMPED฀BY฀THE฀MUCH฀LARGER฀INCREASE฀IN฀SPENDING฀ON
MILITARISTIC฀ APPROACHES�฀ %THICALLY
CONCERNED
ENGINEERS฀ AND฀ SCIENTISTS฀ WILL฀ HAVE฀ TO฀ WORK฀ EVEN
HARDER฀TO฀AVOID฀BEING฀CO
OPTED฀INTO฀THIS฀AGENDA�

$R฀3TUART฀0ARKINSON฀IS฀%XECUTIVE฀$IRECTOR฀OF
3'2฀AND฀LEAD฀AUTHOR฀OF฀THE฀3'2฀REPORT�
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