
*AN -ASKELL� 3'2� DESCRIBES THE ACTIVITIES FOR
YOUNG PEOPLE WHICH OUR ORGANISATION
UNDERTOOK AS PART OF ITS FIRST 3CIENCE�3OCIETY
7EEK IN����nAND LOOKSATWHAT ISPLANNED
FOR-ARCH�����

(OWDO YOUGET STUDENTS INTERESTED IN SOMEOF THE
ETHICAL ISSUES TO DO WITH SCIENCE� DESIGN AND
TECHNOLOGY� /UR 3CIENCE�3OCIETY7EEK AIMS TO DO
THISTHROUGHARANGEOFINSPIRINGACTIVITIESnANDINOUR
FIRSTYEARTHEFOCUSWASONSECONDARYSCHOOLPUPILS�
7EWORKEDCLOSELYWITHTEACHERS�ESPECIALLYAT$ALLAM
3CHOOL IN SOUTH#UMBRIA� TO DESIGNA FRAMEWORK OF
ACTIVITIESWHICHWERE THENDELIVERED TOABOUT�����
STUDENTSDURINGAWEEKINLATE-ARCH�����7EARE
PLANNINGTOEXPANDONTHESEFOR-ARCH�����

!WHOLESCHOOLFRAMEWORKOF
ACTIVITIES
4HESTRUCTUREOFTHEFRAMEWORKBEGANWITHALLPUPILS
EXPLORINGTHEDEFINITIONSOF@SCIENCE�AND@TECHNOLOGY�
AS WELL AS THE CONCEPTS OF @ETHICAL SCIENCE� AND
@TECHNOLOGY JUSTICE� IN THEIR TUTORIAL SESSION� 4HIS
PROVIDED A FOUNDATION OF THESE CONCEPTS TO ENABLE
THEM TO APPLY SOMEOF THEIR IDEAS TO OTHER LESSONS
DURINGTHEWEEK�

$ISCUSSIONS ABOUT @ETHICAL SCIENCE� COVERED WHAT
SCIENTISTS DO IN THEIR WORK AND HOW VALUES CAN
INFLUENCE THIS�4ECHNOLOGY JUSTICE HAS BEEN DEFINED
AS WHERE hEVERYONE HAS THE RIGHT TO ACCESS THE
TECHNOLOGIES THEY NEED TO LIVE THE LIFE THEY VALUE�
WITHOUT LIMITING THEABILITYOFOTHERSNOWAND IN THE
FUTURE TO DO THE SAMEv� "Y BREAKING THIS DEFINITION
DOWN INTO DIFFERENT SECTIONS� STUDENTS WERE ABLE TO
DECONSTRUCTTHEIDEASUNDERPINNINGWHAT�FORMANY�IS
ANOVELCONCEPT�3TUDENTSWEREASKEDTOAPPLY�AND
REFLECTON�SOMEOFTHESEIDEASDURINGTHEIRSCIENCE�
DESIGNANDTECHNOLOGYCLASSESDURINGTHEWEEK�

9EAR�AND�PUPILS�AGES��TO��	PARTICIPATED
IN THREE SPECIALLY DESIGNED LESSONS TO

INCLUDE A DEBATE OR DISCUSSION� A
PROBLEM SOLVING ACTIVITY AND A PRACTICAL

WORKSHOP� 4HESE AIMED TO APPEAL TO DIFFERENT
PREFERENCES FOR AND APPROACHES TO LEARNING AND TO
BUILDONTHECONTENTANDOUTCOMESFROMEACHLESSON�

$EBATES�PROBLEMSOLVINGAND
PRACTICALACTIVITIES
4HE DEBATE USED A TRIED AND TESTED PROCESS FOR A
STRUCTURED DEBATE ON A CONTROVERSIAL TOPIC� IN THIS

CASE�@3HOULDALLNEWMOBILEPHONESBETAXEDSOTHEY
ARE AT LEAST TWICE THEIR RECOMMENDED PRICE�� 4HE
DIFFERENT@ROUNDS�OFTHEDEBATEHELPEDSTUDENTSTHINK
THROUGHTHEISSUESnSUCHASENVIRONMENTALIMPACTS
n AND RECONSIDER THEIR OPINIONS�4HE STRUCTURE ALSO
SHOWED THEM HOW TO THINK ABOUT DIFFERENT ETHICAL
POINTSOFVIEW�BUILDADISCUSSIONANDBACKUPTHEIR
OPINIONSWITHFACTS�(OWSTUDENTS�OPINIONSCHANGED
WASRECORDEDATTHEBEGINNING�MIDDLEANDENDOFTHE
DISCUSSION n AND IT WAS POSSIBLE TO SEE THAT AS A
RESULT OF THE DISCUSSION MANY PUPILS HAD CHANGED
THEIR MINDS� /NE TEACHER COMMENTED ABOUT THE
DEBATE� h) DIDN�T KNOW WHAT TO EXPECT n BUT THEY
CAMEUPWITHSOMEREALLYGOODIDEAS�v

)N THESECOND LESSON�SEEEXAMPLE INPHOTOABOVE	�
AFTER LOOKING AT DIFFERENT WAYS OF GENERATING
RENEWABLE ENERGY� SMALL GROUPS WERE ASKED TO
CONSIDER THE VARIETY OF OPTIONS AVAILABLE TO THE
DIFFERENTCOMMUNITIESLIVINGONAFICTITIOUSISLAND�"Y
ASSESSING THE POTENTIAL GENERATION OPTIONS� THE
COMMUNITIESNEEDSANDTHEGEOGRAPHICALFEATURESOF
THE ISLAND� STUDENTS WERE ABLE TO SELECT THE MOST
APPROPRIATETECHNOLOGY�/NETEACHERCOMMENTEDTHAT
THESE WERE hGOOD RESOURCES AND MATERIALS FOR
STUDENTSTOCONSIDERv�

"Y WAY OF CONTRAST� THE THIRD LESSON WAS A VERY
PRACTICAL ONE� WITH THE TASK OF DESIGNING A SIMPLE

WINDTURBINECAPABLEOFLIFTINGAWEIGHTEDCUPOFFTHE
FLOOR n WITH THE WINNING TEAM BEING THE ONE
PRODUCINGAMACHINETHATLIFTSTHEMOSTWEIGHT�/NE
TEACHERCOMMENTEDTHATTHEPUPILShWEREEXCITEDBY
CHALLENGEv WHILE ANOTHER SAID h4HE CONSTRUCTION
PHASEWASENGAGINGANDPUPILSWORKEDWELLINSMALL
GROUPSnSUGGESTING IDEASAND LISTENINGTO IDEASOF
OTHERS�v

4HEOUTLINEOFTHEWHOLESCHOOLFRAMEWORK�ASWELLAS
LESSONPLANS�SLIDES�VIDEOCLIPSANDRESOURCESWERE
ALLMADEREADILYAVAILABLEANDDOWNLOADABLEFROMTHE
3'2 WEBSITE AS A COMPREHENSIVE PACKAGE �SEE
BELOW	�!LLOFTHEACTIVITIESAREDESIGNEDTOINTEGRATE
WITHTHENATIONALCURRICULUM�

6ISITSTOECOPROJECTS
!S WELL AS LESSONS DURING THE NORMAL SCHOOL
TIMETABLE�3'2HELPEDSCHOOLTEACHERSANDUNIVERSITY
LECTURERSORGANISEVISITSFORTHEIRSTUDENTSTOLOCATIONS
WHERE THEY COULD SEE IN ACTION EXAMPLES OF
COMMUNITYRUN RENEWABLE ENERGY PROJECTS� SUPER
INSULATED ECOHOMES� AND INNOVATIVE SHARING
SCHEMES�SUCHASCOHOUSINGANDCARCLUBS�h)TWAS
WONDERFUL THAT THEYCOULDSEEPRACTICALAPPLICATIONS
FORSOLAR�BIOMASSANDHYDROPOWERvSAIDONETEACHER
AFTERATOUR�

3CIENCE�3OCIETY7EEK WAS ORGANISED BY 3'2 AND�
UNLIKEMANYHIGHPROFILESCIENCEEDUCATIONACTIVITIES�
IT WAS NOT FUNDED BY ANY ARMS OR FOSSIL FUEL
CORPORATIONS�JUSTAGROUPOFCHARITABLETRUSTS�

/NTO�������
3CIENCE�3OCIETY 7EEK ���� WILL RUN FROM ��TH TO
��TH -ARCH� 7E PLAN TO REPEAT ALL THE ACTIVITIES
DESCRIBEDABOVE�BUTALSOINCLUDEANEWCOMPETITION
TOg$ESIGNAN%CO#OMMUNITYgANDTRAININGSESSIONS
FOREDUCATORSINADVANCEOFTHEACTIVITYWEEK�4HERE
WILLALSOBEMANYMOREDOWNLOADABLERESOURCESONA
RANGE OF TOPICS FOCUSING ON THEMES OF ENERGY�
TRANSPORT� BUILDINGS� FOOD� HEALTHCARE� INDUSTRY AND
WATER�

!LL EDUCATION MATERIALS AND OTHER INFORMATION ON
3CIENCE�3OCIETY7EEKCANBEDOWNLOADEDFROMTHE
3'2 WEBSITE AT� HTTP���WWW�SGR�ORG�UK�PROJECTS�
SCIENCE�SOCIETYWEEK
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